Organization Spotlight


A Church for All People

Every Sunday a wonderfully diverse mix of God’s children gather for worship and fellowship at the United Methodist Church for All People, an inner city congregation on the Southside of Columbus Ohio.  This inclusive body of Christ welcomes everyone; rich, poor, homeless, black, white, gay, straight.  They gather as one extended family that authentically cares for each other, and works for the transformation of the entire community.

The United Methodist Free Store is a flagship ministry of Community Development for All People (CD4AP), the sister organization of the Church for All People.  The Free Store provides free clothing and household items to anyone who seeks them.  Last year the Free Store distributed $1.7 million worth of clothing and household items to more than 20,000 different individuals.  Every dollar donated to run the Free Store places $21 worth of merchandise into the hands of people who come to shop there. Over the last decade, $10 million worth of goods have been given to more than 100,000 central Ohio residents.  Donations come to the Free Store from a host of individuals and organizations, all of whom are inspired to share their resources to help the folks around them.  The Free Store is run with the labor of hundreds of volunteers from area churches, synagogues and mosques, working alongside low income persons from the immediate neighborhood.  The success of this ministry has led to the formation of dozens of other Free Stores across Ohio and beyond. 

The Free Store has become the inspiration for all the other outreach ministries and economic development activities of CD4AP because it reveals what church leaders and volunteers call a “Divine Economy of Abundance”.  According to this understanding of asset based community development, God has ordered creation so that there is more than enough of every good gift.  Positive transformation occurs in any community precisely to the degree that people invest the first and best portions of their God given resources to care for one another.  Instead of focusing on the negative dimensions of what the community or individuals lack, the divine economy of abundance focuses on assets, inviting people to work together to achieve common goals. 
All of the ministries of CD4AP begin small with the passion of individuals who are willing to invest their own time and resources to achieve a dream of positive change.  These folks then search out other individuals and organizations to partner with them.
Currently, Community Development and Church for All People offer a variety of direct services in their ministry center. Many of these activities emerged from the dreams of people for health and wholeness.  This led some individuals to begin ministries that serve meals to folks who are hungry.  Now four meals are served each week to more than 500 people.  All meals are prepared and served by volunteers from partner faith communities.  These meals offer valuable nourishment and social opportunities for the community.  Other persons with passion began a parish nursing program that partners with the City of Columbus Health Department.  This led to a partnership with a local hospital system.  In February 2009 a portion of the ministry center was renovated into doctor’s offices.  Now Mt. Carmel Health operates with CD4AP a primary care Health Station staffed with a physician and nurse.  This Health Station provides quality health care and offers financial assistance to patients who do not have insurance. Various small groups promote healthy and addiction-free living including: Narcotics Anonymous, Emotions Anonymous, exercise classes and a healthy living group.
Many of the people who shop at the Free Store and worship at the church have vivid dreams of living in a safe, decent home.  These aspirations have led to dynamic initiatives related to the development of affordable housing.  The first effort was the remodeling of one duplex with unskilled labor and great enthusiasm in 2005.  Now four years later CD4AP is involved in one venture that has purchased 14 vacant blighted houses that are being completely rebuilt using investments from the City of Columbus and the Ohio Housing Finance Authority.  This has generated construction jobs, removed blighted houses that have undermined the neighborhood and created a good home for each family.  Earlier this year, CD4AP launched a joint venture with Nationwide Children’s Hospital to transform 28 square blocks.  This multi year project involves purchasing 50 or more vacant blighted houses that will be completely rehabbed and sold as owner occupied homes.  In addition this project is providing grants to existing home owners so they can make improvements to the exterior of their homes.  Over the next 5 years, this will produce a total reinvestment of more than $15 million.  A team of musicians and church leaders launched “Harmony on the Southside” as a series of ministries related to music and the performing arts.  An Open Mic program encourages youth and adults to develop their self esteem by cultivating their performing arts talents.  The “All People Band” partners with various community arts funders to provide free community concerts.  All of the concerts have an underlying mission to promote unity in the midst of the diversity of this inner city community.
The Church for All People and its sister organization, Community Development for All People are committed to continuing forward on this journey of asset based community development.  Trusting in the divine economy of abundance they are investing the best of their passion and resources in focused efforts to create community transformation.  In the process, they are building a front porch of the kingdom of God on the Southside of Columbus, Ohio. 
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